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Instructions
Word Count - 2,000 words maximum.
Submission - Submit on the date of the in-class closed-book test (date to be communicated)

Scenario
Select ONE recreation resource site in Uganda (examples: Lake Bunyonyi, Ssese Islands, Murchison Falls National Park and its buffer zone, Lake Mburo, Sipi Falls, Mabira Forest, or an urban recreation space such as a city park or lakeside promenade). You may use a site you know personally through fieldwork, internship, residence, or prior study, provided you can source adequate information on it.
You have been engaged as a recreation planning consultant asked to produce a briefing paper for the district tourism board (where the resource site is located) considering new recreation development or expanded management of this site.
Tasks
Your essay must address the following, in relation to your chosen site:
1. Recreation resources in Uganda
· Characterize the site as a recreation resource: what natural, cultural, and/or built assets does it offer, and what recreation opportunity classes (using the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum) does it represent?
· Identify the key management challenges specific to this type of resource in the Ugandan context (e.g., seasonality, infrastructure gaps, land tenure, competing land uses, climate vulnerability).
2. Stakeholders, communities, and recreation planning
· Identify and classify at least six distinct stakeholder groups relevant to your site using a power-interest analysis.
· Assess, with reasoning, where current or proposed engagement with local communities at this site sits on Arnstein's ladder of participation, and justify your assessment with evidence.
· Recommend at least two specific stakeholder engagement tools appropriate to the current planning stage of your site, explaining why they are appropriate for the specific stakeholder groups you identified.
3. Sustainable and responsible recreation management
· Evaluate the site against principles of sustainable and responsible recreation management (environmental, socio-cultural, and economic dimensions).
· Propose at least three specific, feasible management interventions that would improve the sustainability of recreation use at this site, addressing at least one of Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) or Visitor Impact Management (VIM) as a framework.
4. Integration and recommendation
Conclude with a short set of prioritized recommendations to the district tourism board/protected area authority, explicitly showing how your stakeholder/community analysis and your sustainability analysis reinforce each other.
Guidance notes to students
· You are expected to draw on the module's lecture material, at least four independent academic or credible grey-literature sources (e.g., UWA, UTB, NEMA, or peer-reviewed sources), and, where possible, direct knowledge of your chosen site.
· On the submission date, you will sit a closed-book, in-class test based on this coursework. The test will require you to apply the SAME frameworks used in this essay to a NEW, unseen site, so memorizing your own essay's content will not, by itself, be sufficient preparation. Genuine understanding of the frameworks, not recall of your specific case, is what will be tested.

