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Course Description
Elements of Taxation is an introductory course for both BLG students. It is intended to introduce them to the General Tax Administration Practices and Environment in Uganda. Taxation under this course is handled in perspective of the tax administration practices used to mobilize revenue and controlling economic behavior under public finance.  It addresses the questions of why taxation and how taxation is done, with a bias to tax practices in Ugandan economy. The content explores the general principles of taxation at large and further dwells more on Uganda’s taxation structure and practices. In this course, questions on the common relevancy of taxation and how taxation is practiced in Uganda are addressed under the general tax principles and the customized coverage of how taxes are administered in Uganda.    

Course Objectives	
This course deals primarily with the general principles of taxation and an introductory understanding of tax administration in Uganda. It serves to achieve these objectives with regards to taxes.
1) Summarise precisely the background and current status of taxation issues in Uganda. 
2) To instil an awareness in students the existence and relevancy of taxation in a country’s economic affairs.
3) To provide students with a working knowledge of the fundamental tax principles and rules that guide tax administration in Uganda.
4) To help students understand the tax administration structure of Uganda.
5) To introduce to students the tax rules under Uganda’s tax regime and how they should be applied in today’s business environment

Course Content:
	
	General Topic of Coverage
	Specific Content of Coverage
	Timing

	A
	GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO TAXATION
	
	

	1.
	General Principles of Taxation
	1. General Definition &  Explanation of Taxation
1. Taxation & its functions in an economy & society
1. Cannons of Taxation
1. Classification of Taxes by;
· Definition of Incidence of tax
· Tax Rate & base structure
· Expression of tax rate
	    2 weeks


	2.
	General taxation structure in Uganda
	1. Basis of authority to administer taxation
1. Structure of Administering Taxes
1. Local government taxation
1. Central government taxation
1. URA structure and challenges it faces.
1. Rights & obligations of the taxpayers & tax authorities in the tax administration process
	    2
weeks 

	3.
	Overview of taxes and non-tax revenues collected by URA
	1. Local government taxation
1. Hotel tax
1. Other fees/charges
1. Central government taxation
1. Excise duty
1. Customs duty
1. Stamp duty
1. Gaming and pool betting tax
1. Non Tax revenues
	   1 
week

	

	4.
	Income Taxation in Uganda
	a) Scope of income tax
· Definition of a taxpayer
· General provision on charging tax
· Basic considerations when determining a person’s income tax obligations
· Nature of a person
· Residence of a person
· Income received by a taxable 

*Employment Income*
Charging tax on incomes from employment
· Description of employment
· Composition of employment income
· Exempt incomes
· Introduction to charging tax on employment income.



*Business Income*
Charging tax on incomes from business
· Description of business
· Composition of business income
· Composition of business expenses
· Introduction to charging tax on business income
· Business income adjustments

	    1
week





   2 weeks
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5.
	
Domestic Tax Administration Procedures
	
a) Registration of taxpayers
b) Filing of Returns
c) Payment of tax
d) Objections and Appeals
e) Specific tax administration affairs
f) Ethical Principles

	


    2 weeks



Reading list
1. The Constitution of the Republic of Uganda
2. Taxation handbook – A guide to taxation in Ug. (2015), 2nd Edition
3. The Local Government Act
4. Background to the budget (2023/2024) < Available free online
5. Pius.K.Bahemuka (2012) : Income Tax in Uganda, 3rd edition

Mode of Assessment 
Coursework>>>>>>30%         Final exam >>>>>>70%            Total marks>>>>>>> 100%

Facilitators
1. Nakiyingi Jamiya 
2. Nantongo Assinah
3. Naigaga Sharon
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