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Course Description

Taxation and Tax Management cover a study of tax and tax developments as a means of generating public revenue. This course is designed to introduce students to the questions of the relevance of taxation and how taxation is done. It provides an introductory examination of the general taxation principles and Uganda’s tax structure/practices. Although the general taxation principles form part of this course, the greater emphasis is on understanding Uganda’s tax system, given the sovereign nature of tax systems. This entails an appreciation of Uganda’s tax structure and the basic domestic tax practices. 
Expected Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this course, students should demonstrate;
· Knowledge of the universal general tax principles 
· Knowledge about the tax system, background and trends of taxation in Uganda. 
· An understanding of taxes administered in Uganda and the legal framework within which those taxes are administered. 
· How to compute several taxes imposed here in Uganda.

· Basic knowledge of the domestic tax administration procedures and with specific emphasis on Income Tax
Course Content:

	
	General topic of coverage
	Specific content of coverage
	

	A
	GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO TAXATION
	
	

	1.
	General doctrine of taxation

	a)  General definition and explanation of taxation

b) Role of taxation
c) Cannons of taxation

d) Categorization of taxes basing on;

i. Burden and impact of payment

· Definition of tax burden & incidence

· Direct taxes

· Indirect taxes

· Advantages & Disadvantages of Direct Taxes

· Advantages & Disadvantages of Indirect Taxes
ii. Tax rate and base structure
· Definition of tax bases

· Progressive taxes

· Regressive taxes

· Proportional taxes

iii. Expression of the tax rate
· Advarolem taxes; Adv. & Disad.
· Specific taxes; Adv. & Disadvantage
	2 Weeks
½Week

	2.
	Background of taxation and the general taxation structure in Uganda

	a) Evolution of taxation
b) Government Arms
c) Structure of administering taxes

· Local Government
· Central Government

d) Legitimacy of charging taxes in Uganda

e) Tax Administrators and Payers’ Rights &   Obligations
f) Problems faced in Tax Collection &Administration
	1 Week

	3.
	Overview of charging taxes and non-tax revenues in Uganda


	a) Local Government Taxation

· Hotel tax

· Local service tax

· Other fees/charges

b) Central Government Taxation
· Customs duties
· Excise duty
· Stamp duty; among others
c) Non-Tax revenues

· Registration and re-registration of motor vehicles

· Transfer of ownership
	1&½ Weeks


	B
	GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO GIVEN TAX HEADS IN UGANDA
	
	

	4.
	Introduction to Income Taxation in Uganda
*Employment Income*

*Business Income*
         
	a) Evolution income taxation in Uganda
b) Meaning of Income for Income tax purposes & Common terms

c) Basic considerations when determining a person’s income tax obligations

· Nature of a person

· Residence of a person

· Types of income received by a taxable person
d)  Exempt Incomes
Charging tax on incomes from employment

· Description of employment

· Composition of employment income
· Introduction to charging tax on Employment Income.
Charging tax on incomes from business
· Description of business?

· What constitutes business income?

· What constitutes business expenses?

· Introduction to Business Income Tax computations
	1 Week

2 Weeks

2 Weeks

	5.
	Domestic Tax Administration
               
	a) Registration of Taxpayers
b) Filing of returns

c) Payment of tax

d) Objections and appeals

e) Specific income tax administration affairs
	2 Weeks
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                                                   Assessment 

                          Coursework                                      30%

                          Final exam                                        70%
                          Total marks                                    100%
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